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[t's like stepping inside a vinyl record - this house is built
to the rhythm of music

July 19, 2026 ‘ 8 minutes read | Elle Decoration

home studio house rhythm vinyl record

© Photo: Michael Pelzer

There are spaces that capture you at first glance, and there are those that unfold slowly, like a favorite vinyl

record.

Shanna Gatanis Design Studio transformed a 1950s house in Winter Park, Florida , to evoke a true home , a creative workshop,

and an inspiring showroom. The goal was not to design a spectacular office, but to create an interior where interior design can be
experienced like a piece of music - moving from mood to mood, space to space.

A new beginning was born from a personal return

The studio is located in the historic Palmetto Grove neighborhood of Winter Park, which is characterized by lakes, canals, giant
Spanish moss-covered oaks, and cobblestone streets. But for Shanna Gatanis, the location wasn’t just about the setting. It
was here that she began her career more than twenty years ago, before opening an office in New York. The new headquarters is a
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homecoming of sorts: a celebration of the city where the studio’s story began.

Not an office, but a lived-in interior

The designer consciously broke with the world of traditional offices. He didn’t want clients to make decisions at a conference
table, hunched over samples and catalogues.

Instead, he created a home-like environment where furniture, textiles, coverings and materials reveal themselves in real-life
situations. The spaces unfold one after the other: a reception room is followed by a vinyl lounge, then a kaleidoscopic meeting
room, a furniture gallery, a creative sample library and communal workspaces.

The aim was to make the design process itself less formal, much more instinctive and human. As Shanna Gatanis puts it, he
wanted to completely rewrite how an interior designer and a client first meet.

Palm Springs modernism through a contemporary lens

The interior draws from Palm Springs’ iconic modernist architecture, mid-century modern design, and the playful, slightly
nostalgic feel of the 1970s.

Arched passageways, custom-designed openwork masonry elements, gently curving spatial connections, and sculptural furniture
gently guide the visitor through each room. Each space has its own character, yet naturally connects to the next - like songs from
an album following one another.

Colors tell stories just like music

One of the project’s greatest strengths is its bold yet sophisticated use of color. Deep blues, rich burgundy tones, lacquered
surfaces and warm neutrals form the basis of the interior, which is made even more exciting by vibrant wallpapers and
characterful textiles.

The different surfaces - natural oak, marble, stone, brushed metal and high-gloss lacquer - engage in a continuous dialogue with
each other. This makes the space rich and calm, playful and elegant at the same time.

Music is not decoration, it is part of the concept

For Shanna Gatanis, music is a personal inspiration. Early in her career, she worked on John Mellencamp’s concert tours, where
she experienced firsthand how music can connect people from all walks of life.

This led to the design idea that a well-designed interior can have a similar effect on people. It can slow people down, create a
sense of security, and create an atmosphere in which it is easier to talk honestly, observe, and create.

This philosophy is reflected in every detail of the studio. Here, music is not background noise, but an organizing principle that
determines the rhythm of the space.



The vinyl lounge is the soul of the project

Perhaps no other space encapsulates this approach so well. The vinyl lounge, organized around a circular fireplace, is a living
room, a listening room, and a space for inspiration.

A Technics turntable, high-tech Steinway speakers, a custom rug by Art + Loom, and a sunken, curved seating area all serve to
slow down visitors. The shelves are lined with records by Nina Simone, Miles Davis, Talking Heads, The Clash, Tupac, and Dolly
Parton, while black-and-white photos of the designer’s favorite musicians on the walls create a personal atmosphere.

This is no longer a simple showroom, but a living room where it feels natural to take off your shoes, sit on the floor, put on a
record, and let the music lead the conversation.

Every detail has its own story

The studio makes it clear from the very first steps that nothing is random here. Guests are greeted by a hand-painted floor motif
with the title of Nirvana’s iconic song, Come As You Are. They then enter the interior through a circular door, where an indoor
garden and an open fireplace create the first impression.

The eye then comes to a special focal point: a pink piano, the shade of which was inspired by the paintwork of a 1957 Chevrolet.
Above it, a neon sign lights up: Only When I'm Dancing Can I Feel This Free. Architecture, nature, music and emotion come
together in a single scene - exactly the four elements on which the entire project is built.

The lighting is created by vintage pieces and custom-designed lamps, while yarn installations, handmade furniture, contemporary
artwork and carefully selected designer rugs further reinforce the feeling that this place is more of a living story than a traditional
showroom.

Two bathrooms, two cities, two completely different atmospheres

The studio even makes the bathrooms part of the story. One bathroom evokes the atmosphere of old Florida with original mint
green tiles and a light, retro character.

The other is the perfect counterpoint: a darker, more intimate space that evokes the energy of New York. The walls are decorated
with photos documenting 1970s subways, and the custom-designed vanity was made by a Miami furniture manufacturer based on
the studio’s designs. Two completely different worlds appear in the same building, yet they are naturally connected.

A place where ideas feel at home

A key part of the project is the creative sample library, where designers and clients can work together to select from a range of
unique textiles, handcrafted coverings, woods and unique surface patterns. This is not just a materials library, but an inspiration
space where materials can be touched, compared and tried as an integral part of the design process.

This approach is carried throughout the interior. The furniture is a mix of custom-made pieces, vintage treasures, objects from
family-owned workshops, works by Brooklyn artists and details from European suppliers. This makes the space not only
spectacular, but also personal.

As if every room were a new song

The studio, measuring just 186 square meters, is structured like a carefully edited vinyl record. The living room , the vinyl
lounge, the bar and coffee corner, the design workshop, the kaleidoscopic meeting room and the furniture gallery all have their
own atmosphere, yet they are naturally connected to each other.

The visitor does not walk from one room to another, but progresses from scene to scene. The colors, the curves, the lights, the
materials and the music together shape the experience that Shanna Gatanis wanted to create: a space where creativity does not
begin at a meeting table, but with the first impression.

Good interior design is not just about coordinating furniture, colors or materials. It is more like a well-constructed music album:
each detail is valuable in itself, but only together becomes truly memorable. In this Florida interior, music is not a set piece or
background noise, but the language of the space itself — which makes it personal, emotional and unforgettable at the same time.

Interior designers, architectural solutions: Shanna Gatanis Design Studio Instagram @shannagatanisstudio
Builder: Z Properties Instagram @zproperties

Interior photography: Michael Pelzer

Portraits: John Dantas

Production: Karine Monié Instagram @karinemonie
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